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At page 8, after line 16, please add the following paragraph: 



—As best seen in Figs. 6a-6b 5 recess 70 is spaced apart from the upper and lower 
clamping abutment surfaces 54, 56. Moreover, recess 70 is open in a longitudinal direction 
of the cutting insert defined between the cutting ends. Accordingly, the recess 70 and the 
protrusion 68 formed on the insert holder inner side surface 40 are shaped so as to permit 
sliding insertion and removal of the cutting insert into the insert holder, along said 
longitudinal direction.-- 



IN THE CLAIMS: 

A marked up copy of the amendments to the claims, showing insertions and 
[deletions] is presented in Appendix C. A clean copy of all pending claims appears in 
Appendix D. 

/ 

Please cancel claims 1 and 8 . 

Please amend the following claims to read as indicated: 



2. (Amended) A cutting insert comprising a central body portion extending between 
two opposite end portions, each end portion being provided with a cutting edge; the central 
body portion being provided with upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces with first and 
second side surfaces extending therebetween; at least one of the first and second side surfaces 
being provided with an axial location member, wherein the axial location member is a 
protrusion. 

4. (Amended) A cutting insert in accordance with Claim 2, having a 180° rotational 
symmetry about an axis perpendicular to a longitudinal plane (P) of the cutting insert and 
passing through the center of the protrusion. 

5. (Amended) A cutting insert in accordance with Claim 2, wherein the upper and 
lower clamping abutment surfaces are sloped, defining therebetween a variable distance so 
that when the cutting insert is viewed in an end view the distance between the upper and 
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lower clamping abutment surfaces is a maximum at the first side surface and a minimum at 
the second side surface. 



0(J^~ 6. (Amended) A cutting insert in accordance with Claim 2, wherein the upper and 

lower clamping abutment surfaces have the form of V-shaped protrusions. 

7. (Amended) A cutting insert in accordance with Claim 2, wherein the upper and 
lower clamping abutment surfaces have the form of V-shaped grooves. 



9. (Amended) A cutting tool assembly comprising: 
a cutting insert holder; and 
a cutting insert; 
the cutting insert holder comprising: 

an upper clamping jaw having an upper clamping surface; 
a lower base jaw having a lower clamping surface; 

an insert holder inner side surface extending between the upper and lower 
clamping surfaces; and 

an insert pocket bound on two opposite sides by the upper and lower clamping 
t^-^ surfaces and bound on a third side extending between the two opposite sides by the 

insert holder inner side surface; the insert holder inner side surface being provided 
with a positioning member; 
the cutting insert comprising: 

a central body portion extending in a longitudinal direction of the cutting 
insert between two opposite end portions, each end portion being provided with a 
cutting edge; the central body portion being provided with upper and lower clamping 
abutment surfaces with first and second side surfaces extending therebetween; at least 
one of the first and second side surfaces being provided with an axial location 
member; 

wherein the upper clamping abutment surface is configured to abut the upper 
clamping surface; the lower clamping abutment surface is configured to abut the 
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lower clamping surface and the positioning member is configured to engage the axial 
location member to thereby fix the axial location of the cutting insert; and 

wherein the axial location member is a protrusion and the positioning member 
is a rear surface of a recess in the insert holder inner side surface, the protrusion and 
the recess being shaped so as to permit sliding insertion and removal of the cutting 
insert into the insert holder, along the longitudinal direction of the cutting insert. 

10. (Amended) A cutting tool assembly in accordance with Claim 9, wherein the 
protrusion is square-shaped. 

1 1 . (Amended) A cutting tool assembly in accordance with Claim 9, wherein the 
cutting insert has a 1 80° rotational symmetry about an axis perpendicular to a longitudinal 
plane (P) of the cutting insert and passing through the center of the protrusion. 

12. (Amended) A cutting tool assembly in accordance with Claim 9, wherein the 
upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces are sloped, defining therebetween a variable 
distance, so that when the cutting insert is viewed in an end view the distance between the 
upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces is a maximum at the first side surface and a 
minimum at the second side surface and the upper and lower clamping surfaces of the upper 
clamping jaw and the lower base jaw, respectively, are matchingly sloped. 

13. (Amended) A cutting tool assembly in accordance with Claim 9, wherein the 
upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces have the form of V-shaped protrusions and the 
upper and lower clamping surfaces of the upper clamping jaw and the lower clamping jaw, 
respectively, have the form of matching V-shaped grooves. 

14. (Amended) A cutting tool assembly in accordance with Claim 9, wherein the 
upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces have the form of V-shaped grooves and the 
upper and lower clamping surfaces of the upper clamping jaw and the lower clamping jaw, 
respectively, have the form of matching V-shaped protrusions. 
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Please add the following new claims: 



15. (New) A cutting tool assembly in accordance with Claim 9, wherein the protrusion 
is spaced apart from the upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces. 

16. (New) A cutting tool assembly in accordance with Claim 9, wherein both the first 
and second side surfaces of the cutting insert are provided with a protrusion. 

17. (New) A cutting insert in accordance with Claim 2, wherein the protrusion is 
spaced apart from the upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces. 

18. (New) A cutting insert in accordance with Claim 2, wherein both the first and 
second side surfaces are provided with a protrusion. 

19. (New) A cutting insert comprising a central body portion extending in a 
longitudinal direction of the cutting insert between two opposite end portions, each end 
portion being provided with a cutting edge; the central body portion being provided with 
upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces with first and second side surfaces extending 
therebetween; at least one of the first and second side surfaces being provided with an axial 
location member formed as an axially directed recess open in said longitudinal direction. 

20. (New) A cutting insert in accordance with Claim 19, wherein the axially directed 
recess is spaced apart from the upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces. 

21 . (New) A cutting insert in accordance with Claim 19, wherein both the first and 
second side surfaces are provided with an axially directed recess. 

22. (New) A cutting insert in accordance with Claim 19, wherein said at least one of 
the first and second side surfaces is provided with two axially directed recesses facing in 
opposite directions. 
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23. (New) A cutting tool assembly comprising: 
a cutting insert holder; and 
a cutting insert; 
the cutting insert holder comprising: 

an upper clamping jaw having an upper clamping surface; 

a lower base jaw having a lower clamping surface; 

an insert holder inner side surface extending between the upper and lower 
clamping surfaces; and 

an insert pocket bound on two opposite sides by the upper and lower clamping 
surfaces and bound on a third side extending between the two opposite sides by the 
insert holder inner side surface; the insert holder inner side surface being provided 
with a positioning member; 
the cutting insert comprising: 

a central body portion extending in a longitudinal direction of the cutting 
insert between two opposite end portions, each end portion being provided with a 
cutting edge; the central body portion being provided with upper and lower clamping 
abutment surfaces with first and second side surfaces extending therebetween; at least 
one of the first and second side surfaces being provided with an axial location 
member; 

wherein the upper clamping abutment surface is configured to abut the upper 
clamping surface; the lower clamping abutment surface is configured to abut the 
lower clamping surface and the positioning member is configured to engage the axial 
location member to thereby fix the axial location of the cutting insert; and 

wherein the axial location member is an axially directed recess open in said 
longitudinal direction and the positioning member is a protrusion on the insert holder 
inner side surface, the axially directed recess and the protrusion being shaped so as to 
permit sliding insertion and removal of the cutting insert into the insert holder, along 
said longitudinal direction. 



3 



24. (New) A cutting tool assembly in accordance with Claim 22, wherein the axially 
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directed recess is spaced apart from the upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces. 

25. (New) A cutting tool assembly in accordance with Claim 22, wherein both the first 
and second side surfaces are provided with an axially directed recess. 

26. (New) A cutting tool assembly in accordance with Claim 22, wherein said at least 
one of the first and second side surfaces is provided with two axially directed recesses facing 
in opposite directions. 

27. (New) A cutting insert comprising a central body portion extending in a 
longitudinal direction of the cutting insert between two opposite end portions, each end 
portion being provided with a cutting edge; the central body portion being provided with 
sloped upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces which define therebetween a variable 
distance, the sloped upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces having first and second side 
surfaces extending therebetween; at least one of the first and second side surfaces being 
provided with an axial location member, wherein the axial location member is shaped so as to 
permit insertion of the cutting insert along said longitudinal direction. 



28. (New) A cutting insert in accordance with Claim 27, wherein, when the cutting 
insert is viewed in an end view, the distance between the upper and lower clamping abutment 
surfaces is a maximum at the first side surface and a minimum at the second side surface. 

29. (New) A cutting insert in accordance with Claim 27, wherein the upper and lower 
clamping abutment surfaces have the form of V-shaped protrusions. 

30. (New) A cutting insert in accordance with Claim 27, wherein the upper and lower 
clamping abutment surfaces have the form of V-shaped grooves. 



31. (New) A cutting tool assembly comprising: 
a cutting insert holder; and 
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a cutting insert; 
the cutting insert holder comprising: 

an upper clamping jaw having an upper clamping surface; 
a lower base jaw having a lower clamping surface; 

an insert holder inner side surface extending between the upper and lower 
clamping surfaces; and 

an insert pocket bound on two opposite sides by the upper and lower clamping 
surfaces and bound on a third side extending between the two opposite sides by the 
insert holder inner side surface; the insert holder inner side surface being provided 
with a positioning member; 
the cutting insert comprising: 

a central body portion extending in a longitudinal direction of the cutting 
insert between two opposite end portions, each end portion being provided with a 
cutting edge; the central body portion being provided with sloped upper and lower 
clamping abutment surfaces which define therebetween a variable distance, the sloped 
upper and lower clamping abutment surfaces having first and second side surfaces 
extending therebetween; at least one of the first and second side surfaces being 
provided with an axial location member, 

wherein the upper clamping abutment surface is configured to abut the upper 
clamping surface; the lower clamping abutment surface is configured to abut the 
lower clamping surface and the positioning member is configured to engage the axial 
location member to thereby fix the axial location of the cutting insert; and 

wherein the axial location member and the positioning member are shaped so 
as to permit sliding insertion and removal of the cutting insert into the insert holder, 
along said longitudinal direction. 

32. (New) A cutting insert in accordance with Claim 3 1 , wherein, when the cutting 
insert is viewed in an end view, the distance between the upper and lower clamping abutment 
surfaces is a maximum at the first side surface and a minimum at the second side surface. 
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33. (New) A cutting insert in accordance with Claim 3 1 , wherein the upper and lower 
clamping abutment surfaces have the form of V-shaped protrusions. 

34. (New) A cutting insert in accordance with Claim 31, wherein the upper and lower 
clamping abutment surfaces have the form of V-shaped grooves. 
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